
Town of Nassau
29 Church Street

Post Office Box 587
Nassau, New York 12123

518-766-3559
Facsimile: 518-766-4422

January 26, 2016

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street NE; Room 1A
Washington D.C., 20426

Re: Northeast Energy Direct Project; CPI6-21-000

Dear Secretary Bose:

As the Commission is aware, the Town of Nassau has filed for Intervener Status in the above
referenced project. In addition to that request, we bring the following additional information to
your attention for consideration and action as part of the review process.

Previously, FERC directed Kinder-Morgan (104) to look at alternative compressor station sites in
Rensselaer County, New York beyond the initial site proposed along Clarks Chapel Road. In
their December 8, 2015 submission to FERC, KM proposed two additional sites for evaluation.
One of the two proposed alternative compressor sites was approximately 3 miles further cast,
located between NY Route 66 and NY Route 43 along the proposed pipeline route in the Town of
Nassau. On behalf of the Town of Nassau, I am providing comments concerning this alternate
siting location as well as providing an additional sitting location information that KM should be
required to consider.

It is incomprehensible how and why Kinder Morgan would propose a large industrial site at this
location. Beyond the fact that this area is zoned as rural/residential and that sitting this facility
here would be completely inappropriate; the uneven and steep, rocky side-hill terrain at this
proposed site would present significant problems for construction. This proposed siLe is entirely
wooded and would require an enormous clear-cut of large hardwood and hemlock/spruce forest.
Ingress and egress to this site for large trucks and earth moving equipment necessary to open up
and re-shape the site during construction from either the NY Route 66 or Route 43 would present
significant traffic disruptions and dangers to the traveling public. However, the most egregious
aspect of Kinder Morgan proposing this site is that it lies completely within the Rensselaer
Plateau; a federal, state, county and town recognized ecologically distinct area.

The Rensselaer Plateau was given priority project status in New York State’s 1998 Open Space
Conservation Plans and all subsequent plans. This area includes the fifth largest un-fragmented
forest in New York. The boundaries of the Rensseiaer Plateau can be viewed on the website
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rensselaerplateau.org. New York State has identified the Rensselaer Plateau as an important area
for protection due to its diversity and bird breeding features and the Audubon Society has
designated the Rensselaer Forest Tract as an important bird breeding area. The Audubon Society
specifically sites the high diversity and abundance of forest breeders on the Plateau, including
many at-risk species. The inevitable increase in noise and light pollution, both during
construction as well as operation will have a significant negative impact on the at-risk bird
species. Protection of the Rensselaer Plateau as an un-fragmented forested habitat is an
important goal both for the State of New York as well as the Town of Nassau. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Forest Service has designated the Rensselaer Plateau as a
Forest Legacy Area. The USDA has awarded a $5.5 million grant to the NYSDEC to work with
the Rensselaer Plateau Mliance to create a program designed to protect forest lands from
conversion to non-forest uses. Both KM and the FERC have been made aware of the Rensselaer
Plateau’s ecological uniqueness in multiple information submissions from myself, the Town of
Nassau’s Natural Resource Committee and from private citizens. This is why it is so puzzling
that KM would consider this an appropriate alternate site.

Some have characterized this alternate proposal as either the height of arrogance or disingenuous
action on the part of KM for offering this as an acceptable alternative.

While Nassau fully recognizes that FERC and KM are not bound by all local zoning ordinances
with regard to siting of the compressor station, we firmly believe that the nature of the
development patterns within a community is something that FERC must and does take into
account in its environmental review.

MI three of the sites proposed to-date by KM for an industrial compressor station in Rensselaer
County are in areas that are zoned as residential. The Nassau sites are completely unacceptable.

Why hasn’t KM or FERC looked at sites that are more appropriately zoned as commercial or
industrial?

Nassau has proposed alternative sites in previously flied documents in the FERC c-library and
those sites should be genuinely considered as alternate compressor station locations.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of these comments.

David F. Fleming, Jr.
Town Supervisor


